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“We are allowing dangerousness rather than assessing dangerousness.”
                         - PJI Executive Director Timothy Murray at the April 14, 2010 Focus Group
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“They are letting the scariest people out.  It is more dangerous than it needs to be right now.”   
Orlando Sentinel, “Flaws Allow Accused to Escape Justice,” January 8, 2001
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A Brief History of the Bail System
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The Current Pretrial System

“Using only monetary bail is basically like rolling the dice at the cost of public safety.”    
                                    – Senior Judge Truman A. Morrison at the April 14, 2010 Focus Group
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Overview of Case Law, Statutes and Studies 

 “We cannot continue to operate without a rational and transparent pretrial system.”
                                       – Police Chief Margaret Ryan at the April 14, 2010 Focus Group

Case Law
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State Statutes 
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Pretrial Release Studies and Financial Bail

“It’s hard to explain to citizens when someone out on bail commits another crime.   
They often ask, ‘Why was this guy out when he already committed a crime?’”  

– James C. Quinn, Senior Executive Assistant District Attorney, at the April 14, 2010 Focus Group
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The Commercial Bail Industry

“In England, Canada, and other countries [Australia, India, South Africa], agreeing to pay a  
defendant’s bond in exchange for money is a crime akin to witness tampering or  

bribing a juror – a form of obstruction of justice.”   
New York Times, “Illegal Globally, Bail for Pro"t Remains in the U.S.,” January 29, 2008
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How the Commercial Bail System Works   
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3. Pretrial Services Programs
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Supervision of Defendants and Safety of the Public 
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Minimizing Fugitive Status
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Preventive Detention
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Defendant Accountability 

“Accused criminals by the thousands escape justice.”   
                                          --  Orlando Sentinel, “On the Run:  Florida’s Fugitives,” January 7, 2001 
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Cost Savings
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